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						A response to the annual report of the International Narcotics Control Board

					
									

								
				
				
								
				
				
								
										
						Transnational Institute (TNI), Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) & Global Drug Policy Observatory (GDPO)
					
									

								

				
				
In its Report for 2022, the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), the “independent, quasi-judicial expert body” that monitors the implementation of the UN drug control conventions, focuses on the legalisation of cannabis. Each year, in the first chapter of its annual report, the Board addresses a specific issue it deems important for drug policy discussions and the functioning of the international drug control system. This year, cannabis legalisation is the focus. The Board’s blinkered view completely ignores that in the 60 years since the adoption of the Single Convention, the global drug control regime that it so tenaciously defends has failed dismally.
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						The carbon footprint and energy use of indoor cultivation

					
									

								
				
				
								
				
				
								
										
						Cannabis Policy Brief Nr. 2
October 2022
					
									

								

				
				
Environmental impacts are rarely taken into account in the cannabis regulation debate. The assumption is that legal regulation would automatically reduce the negative environmental consequences of the unregulated illegal market, because authorities would compel the industry to comply with basic environmental standards. Practices in North America and the direction of the emerging regulation debate in Germany and other European countries, however, reveal a disturbing trend towards indoor cannabis cultivation. The high carbon footprint of indoor grow facilities could jeopardize policy aims to reduce energy use and to meet climate goals.
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June 2022
					
									

								

				
				
Across the world, the state of environmental stress is unprecedented. As scholarship and activism on ‘environmental justice’ points out, poorer and marginalised communities face particular exposure to environmental harms. This holds particularly true for populations in the global South. The role of illicit drugs in relation to these environmental stresses is an underexplored terrain. Yet, as this report will argue, drugs, as well as the policy responses to them, are an environmental issue.
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						‘High compliance’: A legally indefensible and confusing distraction

					
									

								
				
				
								
										
												Martin Jelsma (TNI), David Bewley-Taylor (GDPO), Tom Blickman (TNI), and John Walsh (WOLA)
					
									

								
				
				
								
										
						Transnational Institute (TNI)
April 29, 2022
					
									

								

				
				
In a recently published report, ‘High compliance, a lex lata legalization for the non-medical cannabis industry’, Kenzi Riboulet-Zemouli claims to have discovered a new legal justification for regulating recreational cannabis in accordance with the 1961 United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs. A close reading quickly reveals the confused and legally indefensible nature of the paper’s proposed escape route. And while we consider the UN drug control treaties to be out of date and not fit for purpose, we strongly disagree with proposals that would seek to overcome the challenges on the basis of legally unsound and invalid arguments. The ‘High compliance’ paper constructs a legal house of cards that comes tumbling down when its core arguments are contested and taken out.
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March 2022
					
									

								

				
				
What’s the role and position of women in opium cultivation areas in Myanmar? What is life like for women who use drugs in Myanmar? This primer maps out the gendered dynamics of drug policy in Myanmar, drawing from on-the-ground conversations with women involved in the drugs market. When it comes to drugs and related policies, women and their experiences are often rendered invisible, or presented merely as an afterthought even though in many cases women tend to face harsher effects of punitive policies. This primer emphasises the need for a rights-based approach for these specific populations of women – women using drugs, women dealing drugs or couriering (sometimes to support personal use), and women engaging in the drugs market through opium cultivation.

[image: application pdf]Download the primer (PDF)
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						Side Event at the 65th Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) 14-18 March 2022

					
									

								
				
				
								
				
				
								
										
						Thursday, March 17, 2022
					
									

								

				
				
Substance scheduling is a central function of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and a longstanding pillar of international and national drug policies. Despite the continued reliance on scheduling, there is an ongoing debate as to whether scheduling substances is beneficial or determinantal in preventing drug-related harms. The observed displacement/replacement effect indicates that the scheduling of substances and resulting law enforcement involvement is routinely followed by the emergence of new substances often posing greater harms from consumption, as has been observed in the case of the steadily increasing rate of overdoses around the world caused by highly potent opioids in the unregulated drug market.
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[image: GreenWave600x400]In the last few years several countries as well as numerous subnational jurisdictions in the Americas have adopted policies to regulate cannabis for non-medical use as an alternative to prohibition. The reform of cannabis policies is proceeding also in Europe: Malta has partially decriminalised personal consumption and cultivation of Cannabis; Luxembourg’s parliament is considering reforms; Germany’s new coalition government announced its intention to legally regulate cannabis for non-medical use. In Italy a referendum was proposed but not admitted by the Supreme Court, aimed at the depenalization of personal cultivation and depenalization of all cannabis-related conduct.
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						Opening remarks: David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Vice-President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia

					
									

								
				
				
								
				
				
								

				
				
As a colonial construct, the global drug control regime has undermined the rights of indigenous peoples (including the right to self determination, and to practice and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs), obliging all states to abolish traditional uses of coca, cannabis and opium by means of crop eradication and drug law enforcement. This webinar, which took place on the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 2021, will shed light on the conflict between the drug control regime and Indigenous rights, and challenge prevailing narratives that these tensions are possible to reconcile while the UN retains the goal of a society free of drugs.
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						Side event at the 64th UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs

					
									

								
				
				
								
				
				
								
										
						Friday, April 16, 2021
					
									

								

				
				
Two years after the presentation of the 2018 CARICOM report “Waiting to Exhale - Safeguarding our future through responsible socio-legal policy on Marijuana” at the CND, this years’ side event the organizers would like to share insights on progress made, regarding the public policies on cannabis and the development of a medical cannabis industry in the Caribbean region.
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						‘Alternative Development’ Opportunities in the Legal Cannabis Market
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April 2021
					
									

								

				
				
Learn how lessening the barriers for small farmers while raising them for large companies can help to steer legal cannabis markets in a more sustainable and equitable direction based on principles of community empowerment, social justice, fair(er) trade and sustainable development.
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    	Cannabis cafés and self-growing: Czechia presents draft of new marijuana law
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	Minister signs bill banning recreational use of weed
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Reduction, containment or acceptance
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The History of Cannabis in the UN Drug Control System and Options For Reform


        



                        
                    

                    
                

            

        
        


        








    Tags

                10-year Review  20
                1998 UNGASS  26
                2005 CND debate  8
                2016 UNGASS  126
                2019 HLM  5
                activism  38
                afghanistan  25
              show all
    




    Tags

            10-year Review  20
        
            1998 UNGASS  26
        
            2005 CND debate  8
        
            2016 UNGASS  126
        
            2019 HLM  5
        
            activism  38
        
            afghanistan  25
                  hide

        
            africa  14
        
            albania  14
        
            alternative development  120
        
            alternatives to policing  2
        
            amnesty  89
        
            amphetamine  1
        
            amsterdam  30
        
            appellation of origin  3
        
            argentina  32
        
            asean  9
        
            ATS  15
        
            australia  109
        
            austria  5
        
            ayahuasca  6
        
            bahamas  4
        
            ballot 2012  155
        
            banking  52
        
            barbados  11
        
            belgium  46
        
            belize  10
        
            bermuda  15
        
            bhang  15
        
            bolivia  118
        
            brazil  95
        
            brownfield doctrine  24
        
            burma  45
        
            california  216
        
            cambodia  12
        
            canada  543
        
            cannabinoids  107
        
            cannabis  3255
        
            cannabis clubs  230
        
            cannabis industry  417
        
            caribbean  148
        
            caricom  33
        
            cbd oil  1
        
            central america  5
        
            chile  21
        
            china  46
        
            civil society  37
        
            CND  131
        
            coca  220
        
            cocaine  95
        
            coffee shop  230
        
            cognitive decline  30
        
            colombia  160
        
            colorado  163
        
            compulsary detention  19
        
            conflict  4
        
            conventions  277
        
            corporate capture  59
        
            corruption  5
        
            costa rica  10
        
            crack  55
        
            craft cannabis  31
        
            crime  92
        
            czech republic  54
        
            dark net  4
        
            death penalty  3
        
            decertification  1
        
            decriminalization  935
        
            deforestation  11
        
            denmark  132
        
            drug checking  41
        
            drug consumption rooms  193
        
            drug courts  22
        
            drug markets  147
        
            drug policy index  2
        
            drug testing  7
        
            drug trade  60
        
            e-cigarettes  1
        
            e-joint  2
        
            ecstasy  70
        
            ecuador  22
        
            egypt  16
        
            el salvador  2
        
            environment  38
        
            eradication  129
        
            essential medicines  25
        
            estonia  2
        
            eswatini  7
        
            ethiopia  3
        
            european drug policy  119
        
            expert advisory group  9
        
            extrajudicial killings  95
        
            fair trade  16
        
            fentanyl  84
        
            france  119
        
            fumigation  27
        
            gateway theory  29
        
            georgia  3
        
            germany  217
        
            ghana  18
        
            global commission  46
        
            greece  19
        
            guatemala  32
        
            guatemala initiative  47
        
            harm reduction  348
        
            hemp  44
        
            heroin  139
        
            heroin assisted treatment  80
        
            HIV/AIDS  61
        
            home cultivation  124
        
            honduras  4
        
            human rights  259
        
            ICC  1
        
            illinois  10
        
            incarceration  53
        
            INCB  143
        
            india  102
        
            indigenous rights  1
        
            indonesia  35
        
            informal drug policy dialogues  22
        
            inter se modification  17
        
            iran  14
        
            ireland  16
        
            israel  63
        
            italy  42
        
            jamaica  176
        
            japan  3
        
            kava  4
        
            kazakhstan  5
        
            kenya  11
        
            ketamine  27
        
            khat  37
        
            kratom  33
        
            kyrgyzstan  1
        
            laos  2
        
            latin american debate  115
        
            law enforcement  432
        
            lebanon  43
        
            legal highs  64
        
            legalization  1709
        
            lesotho  10
        
            local customization  11
        
            luxembourg  60
        
            malawi  4
        
            malaysia  7
        
            malta  58
        
            medical cannabis  665
        
            mental health  45
        
            methamphetamine  49
        
            mexico  211
        
            Mid-Term Review  1
        
            mild stimulants  46
        
            money laundering  55
        
            morocco  128
        
            naloxone  16
        
            nepal  7
        
            netherlands  341
        
            new york  34
        
            new zealand  67
        
            NIDA  5
        
            nigeria  1
        
            nitrous oxide  9
        
            norway  18
        
            NPS  10
        
            opinion polls  132
        
            opioids  153
        
            opium  94
        
            oregon  29
        
            overdose kits  4
        
            pakistan  9
        
            panama  5
        
            paraguay  4
        
            pardon  2
        
            patents  18
        
            peace  24
        
            peru  45
        
            peyote  3
        
            philippines  89
        
            pilot project  137
        
            pleasure  5
        
            poland  2
        
            police pacification  18
        
            portugal  68
        
            potency  2
        
            precursors  7
        
            prevention  3
        
            prison situation  101
        
            prohibition  158
        
            proportionality  110
        
            psychedelics  13
        
            psychosis  57
        
            puerto rico  3
        
            racism  29
        
            reclassification  119
        
            recriminalisation  42
        
            regulation  1454
        
            russia  36
        
            sacramental use  11
        
            safe supply  36
        
            safer crack  29
        
            scheduling  29
        
            scientific research  145
        
            sdg  2
        
            security  14
        
            senegal  1
        
            sentencing  67
        
            singapore  7
        
            social justice  83
        
            somalia  7
        
            south africa  83
        
            spain  81
        
            st lucia  9
        
            st vincent and grenadines  31
        
            substance-use disorder  20
        
            substitution treatment  31
        
            sweden  31
        
            switzerland  162
        
            synthetic cannabinoids  31
        
            taxation  58
        
            teen use  43
        
            thailand  78
        
            thresholds  64
        
            tobacco industry  17
        
            traditional growers  162
        
            tramadol  17
        
            treatment  29
        
            trinidad & tobago  15
        
            tunisia  14
        
            UK  282
        
            UN Common Position  1
        
            UN drug control  444
        
            UNGASS  58
        
            UNODC  111
        
            uruguay  146
        
            US drug policy  1192
        
            vaping  2
        
            venezuela  5
        
            vietnam  5
        
            violence  134
        
            WHO  66
        
            world drug report  11
        
            yemen  6
        
        
















		
		
			
				

					
						
                            This website



	[image: ]



						

						
                            UN Drug Control



	In 2011 the 1961 UN Single Convention on drugs will be in place for 50 years. In 2012 the international drug control system will exist 100 years since the International Opium Convention was signed in 1912 in The Hague. Does it still serve its purpose or is a reform of the UN Drug Conventions needed? This site provides critical background.
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